
Andy Thornton Current projects



Andy Thornton

• What is it like supporting the community at present?

• What are some of the challenges residents are facing ?

• What are some of the challenges you face when supporting 
the community?

• What are the residents / community hopeful for? 









New venue…
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Who is most 
vulnerable?

• People on benefits

• Aged 25 – 55 (70%)

• Single income 
households (70%)

• Children are in 40% of 
households

• Recent rise in working 
families



After housing costs, 
people on benefits have 
twice as much as they 

did in 1960 – yet the 
same now as they did in 

1993 

But this is how much 
average wages have 
risen in that time: a 
lot more, and life is 

more expensive

What do we know – economic background



Predicaments

• No cash in a crisis = low resilience

• No money to socialise = increasing isolation

• No one to turn to = possibility of despair

• Unable to help your own children = social shame

• Unable to address health = likely depression



Poverty is about much more than money…

Life control Goal orientation
Achievement 

Orientation
Risk orientation Learning orientation

Interpersonal 

confidence

Thriving I can do this
I have clear 

purpose in life
I am happy to 

make the effort

I see plenty of 
solutions and 
opportunities

Nothing is a 
disaster, I’m 

always learning

I can influence 
others as much 

as they 
influence me

Surviving
I am enough in 

control to 
succeed

I keep my goals 
in sight

I can make 
enough effort to 

get by

I can see 
opportunities 

and threats

I think about 
what happens

I can get what I 
need when 

dealing with 
people

Struggling
Things keep 

happening to 
me

It’s hard to keep 
focused on my 

goals

Making an effort 
is a struggle

Problems 
overwhelm me

I keep repeating 
mistakes

I often can’t get 
others to pay 

attention to me

Drowning
I have no 

control over my 
life

I have lost sight 
of my goals

I can’t seem to 
make any effort

I see nothing but 
the problems

I can’t see a way 
out of my 
situation

I have no impact 
on others, I 
don’t exist

help

help

Growing 
Financial Crisis



Key local issues that came up
• Local transport - can't afford to have a car and the 

bus so expensive and routes getting cut
• Local youth group has folded - teenage son and 

friends nowhere to go
• Recently housed but got into debt paying for 

storage when evicted from previous house as 
landlord was selling

• Mental health services - such a long wait locally to 
access help
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